DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

Albert's principles was to carry out a plan when once
it had been made, and they proceeded.   Before they
arrived they got tidings that she was dead, and the
party was received at Coburg by their relations in
the  deepest  mourning.   But   nothing   marred   the
great moment,   William, holding Mrs. Hobbs's hand
walked in to see his grandmamma.    She was en-
raptured with him, he was such a fine fat child with
a beautiful skin, and as for the stricken left arm, she
absolutely refused to notice it,  and  wrote in her
diary of his very fine shoulders and limbs.   Again and
again she referred to him in the warmest terms ;
the dear little boy, so intelligent and pretty, so good
and affectionate, the darling child, the clever child,
and from that first sight of him till the end of her
life, though often furious with his indiscretions and
conceit and mischief-making,  she never ceased to
regard him with peculiar affection.

Family marriages were becoming a matter of
pressing concern. Bertie was nineteen this year, and
his father again turned to the list of eligible Princesses.
Among them, fifth in order of merit was Princess
Alexandra, daughter of Prince Christian of Schleswig-
Holstein-Sonderburg-Glucksburg, whose mother was
heiress to the throne of Denmark, The Prince
Consort sent this list to Princess Frederick for her
views, and having heard a very favourable report of
this candidate, she arranged to meet her. Never had
she seen a more lovely and fascinating girl-, and she
gave her father so enthusiastic an account of her
that she was instantly promoted to the top of the list.
Bertie was not at present told anything about her,
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